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To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

Principal’s Perspective
Dear Holy Name of Jesus School Community,

Each of us needs to find what feeds our soul. That’s why we provide so many different opportunities for our students at
HNJ. This past week, I had the pleasure of coming in early and staying late to play with our state of the art lighting in our
auditorium to produce moving light scenes to compliment the movement of the 80’s music presented in HNJ Goes to the
80’s. 

At HNJ, I am doubly blessed. I love serving as Principal. I believe I have the best job in New Orleans! I work alongside the
most amazing educators and the best Pastor in the world! We have the most engaged and supportive families and
community. And, our Ignatian charism perfectly guides us. 

Then, the icing on the cake is participating in my first love, live theatre! My first career was designing lights for rock
concerts at the Pavilion at Cypress Bayou Casino back in the 90’s. Designing lights feeds my soul. It provides an
opportunity for my need for creative expression. 

Finally, I woke up Sunday morning to attend choir practice and sing at the 10:30 Mass with my husband. I love my HNJ
choir family, too. And, I love worshiping at Mass through song. But, that morning was special as I witnessed HNJ students,
some of whom were in the play the night before, proclaiming the Word since it was a Family Mass. During the homily,
many more HNJ Gators sat around the altar answering Fr. Mark’s questions with confidence and intelligence. 

These experiences make me smile. But, most importantly, they remind me of how crucial it is to provide a diverse set of
opportunities for our students to be exposed to, so they too will be able to discover their loves and passions. Instilling
wonder around leadership through Student Council, confidence through performance, discovery through project-based
learning, and the importance of strong bodies from physical activity through our athletic department is a priority at HNJ
for this reason.

My hope and desire is that all students discover what striving for personal excellence looks like for them using their God
given talents, and that through that discovery, they find peace and purpose. I know I have!

God Bless,
Kirsch J. Williams

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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Monday, November 10 - Friday, November 14
Gator Fest Spirit Week (see flyer below)

Gator Fest Collection Week (see flyer below)

Thursday, November 13
Loyola Basketball Game, 12:00 PM (1 -7  Grade)st th

Friday, November 14
Early Dismissal for ALL Students

Gator Fest 6:00 PM - 10:00 PM
6:00 PM - Gator Fest Kick Off Pep Rally

Saturday, November 15
Gator Fest 10:00 AM - 10:00 PM

11:00 - Kindergarten Performance
11:30 - First Grade Performance

12:00 - Second Grade Performance

Sunday, November 16
Gator Fest 11:00 AM - 6:00 PM

12:00 - Third Grade Performance
12:30 - Fourth Grade Performance

Monday, November 17
No School for Students

Gator Fest Clean Up / Family Day of Service

Friday, November 21
NO LATER GATORS

Monday, November 24 - Friday, November 28
Thanksgiving Break - No School

Spirit Shirt
Guidelines

Lunch Menu
2025-2026

School Calendar

Upcoming Important Dates

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=c_c69ea18de272fb165c429e32a14c46a182506157086f104b53494995c89926fe%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America%2FChicago
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktlwcBuhertubsSTklKOMz-GYrqvqqMb/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktlwcBuhertubsSTklKOMz-GYrqvqqMb/view
http://hnjschool.org/lunch-menu
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The HNJ music department is pleased to announce that grades K-4 will present grade level student
performances during Gator Fest. Student performances will be in the auditorium so please bring your child to
the auditorium 20 minutes prior to his/her start time. Here are the class performance dates and times. Please

email Mrs. Ptak at eptak@hnjschool.org with any questions.

Saturday, November 15
11:00-11:05 Kindergarten 

11:30 - 11:35 1st grade 
12:00 -12:05 2nd grade 

Sunday, November 16
12:00-12:05 3rd grade 
12:30-12:35 4th grade 

Music Notes

THE EFFECTS OF TOO MUCH SCREEN TIME

Today’s children have grown up with a vast array of electronic devices at their fingertips. They can't imagine a
world without smartphones, tablets, and the internet.

The advances in technology mean today's parents are the first generation who have to figure out how to limit
screen time for children. While digital devices can provide endless hours of entertainment and educational
content, unlimited screen time can be harmful. Here are some ways parents can help curb the negative effects
of too much screen time:

Educate yourself on electronics and the devices your child uses
Model healthy electronic use
Create “Technology-Free Zones” in your home (i.e. the dining room table, in the car, in bedrooms, during family fun
nights)
Set Aside Times to Unplug (i.e. an hour before bedtime)
Schedule “Screen Free Night” for the whole family once a week or month
Use Parental Controls
Explain Why You're Limiting Screen Time
Encourage Other Activities
Make Screen Time a Privilege

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
mailto:eptak@hnjschool.org
https://www.smore.com/t30rg-school-counseling-newsletter
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SPIRIT WEEK
GATOR  FEST

November 10 - 14, 2025

Get ready to show your Gator pride all week long as we count down to GATOR FEST! Each day has
a special theme, so get creative, have fun, and show your school spirit!

Gator Fest Throwback Day
Kick off the week with a blast from the past! Wear your favorite

Gator Fest or HNJ spirit shirt from any year. Let’s see those
vintage tees and classic designs!

Dress Like a Construction Worker Day
Our theme this year is Gators Under Construction! Grab your

jeans, flannel shirts, safety vests, hard hats, and boots ! It’s time to
build some fun!

Safety Colors Day
Let’s light up the halls in bright yellow and orange! Go bold with
neon shirts, tutus, hats, and accessories. The brighter, the better!

Pajama / Favorite Outfit Day
Get cozy and comfy! Wear your favorite pajamas or your go-to

comfy outfit. It’s the perfect midweek pick-me-up!

Gator Fest Shirt Day
Show your 2025 Gator Fest pride! Wear your official 2025 Gator

Fest t-shirt as we kick off the big weekend!

Note: Students may wear their 2025 Gator Fest shirt any day this week if they’d like, or stick with their
regular school uniform.

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/




https://my.onecause.com/event/organizations/sf-001C000001hTb76IAC/events/vevt:9b3f5122-c7d9-4cae-b5cf-033173dfa845/home/story




https://www.signupgenius.com/tabs/83C71D904A6CEEEC60-gator2025#/


Gator Fest Needs Your Donations!

November 4
November 6

November 10
November 11
November 12
November 13
November 14

We are collecting used books, gently used
games/prizes/puzzles, stuffies, cans,

individually wrapped sweets and juice boxes! 

*Sweets only accepted November 13/14
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Dear HNJ Community,

This year, Gator Fest will again have the Sports Auction Booth. In 2024, with the support of our Holy
Name Family, the booth was a great success. Once again, I am reaching out to the HNJ community to
ask if you have any connections to items that can be auctioned off as prizes throughout Gator Fest
weekend.

Items of interest include, but are not limited to, the following:
Saints tickets, memorabilia, or paraphernalia
Pelicans tickets, memorabilia, or paraphernalia
Jesters tickets, memorabilia, or paraphernalia
Tulane (football, baseball, basketball) tickets, memorabilia, or paraphernalia
LSU (football, baseball, basketball) tickets, memorabilia, or paraphernalia
Loyola Athletics tickets, memorabilia, or paraphernalia
UNO baseball or basketball tickets, memorabilia, or paraphernalia
Sports camp vouchers
Gift certificates (City Putt, golf courses, restaurants, tennis facilities, etc.)
Health and wellness memberships

All donations can be turned in to Mrs. Becky Keller in the office. The deadline to submit donations is
November 10th. If you have any questions, please feel free to email me at davidblamphin@gmail.com.

Please submit any donation with the attached Gator Fest Donor Form. Any donor with a gift of $50.00
or higher will have their name placed on a banner located in the Sports Auction Booth. 
Thank you for all of your support. I am looking forward to seeing everyone at Gator Fest next month.

Go Gators,

David Blamphin
Co-Chair Sports Auction Booth

Gator Fest Sports Auction!
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Be sure to check
out these custom
sunglasses made

by the Grand
Gators!
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November is Native
American Heritage Month

Here are a few informational texts
you can enjoy reading together

as a family.
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A SERIES FOR PARENTS

 

REGULATE & RELATE:

Discover how to nurturecalm connection
and cooperation at home. This workshop
series helps parents improve family
dynamics by understanding emotional and
nervous system regulation, building
intentional connections and boundaries
with their child, and breaking unhelpful
cycles that no longer serve your family.

Participation is free!
To help us measure impact, participants will
complete a short survey prior to and after the
workshop.

Workshop Details:
For parents of children ages 5-12
Held virtually on Wednesdays 12pm-1pm
First series will run from Nov.19-Dec.10.
Parent may opt to be waitlisted for
Spring series.
To register, email lmills@my.loyno.edu or
call 504 535 4022. Feel free to reach out
for questions!



https://sites.google.com/view/hnjmensclub/shop
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HOUSE SYSTEM: NOVEMBER CHALLENGES

Click the symbol for each house to find instructions for the house
challenge of the month. We look forward to building community with

the house system this year!

House of Excellence House of Reverence

House of Service House of Truth and Light
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http://hnjschool.org/
https://www.canva.com/design/DAG3GyXBbeM/SCCvsNVz7jMhypvG6p7glQ/view?utm_content=DAG3GyXBbeM&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=hbd89a771cc
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGsmEwvzBI/MqaQgVQLOTRTRGh1qfOa7w/view?utm_content=DAGsmEwvzBI&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=haa44ca963e
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGs4jCq0nM/bLDonNlxtxn9SYwAAjQyng/view?utm_content=DAGs4jCq0nM&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h7a496b2c2f
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGstGHXeSU/XbWN6rGzoakRgkELzYkpEw/view?utm_content=DAGstGHXeSU&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=hd6833bfae8
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Little Gators is accepting
donations of diapers in
collaboration with the
Junior League of New
Orleans’ Diaper Drive.
Please bring diapers to

donate to the Front Office or
Little Gators Entrance.

Thank you for your support!
Interested in becoming an altar server at

Holy Name of Jesus Church? Any students
who have received First Communion are
encouraged to sign up. We are in need of

altar servers at all weekend masses. 

Please contact Kristy Christiansen at
kristy.christiansen@gmail.com for details.

Altar Servers Needed!
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